XV!
The Adventurers:
Seamen 3  Explorers, Travellers
The Elizabethans were always ready for adven-
tures; that was one of the most marked things
about them. ^ They swarmed across the ocean in
their little ships; they were ready to fight against
great odds at any moment; and they were pre-
pared to travel far into fhe unknown East. The
fame of their doings Ras made them seem very
real to us. We are so |ccustomed to hear of
Drake, and Hawkins, and Raleigh. We can too,
to this day* see the things which belonged to
them. The actual drum that Drake used on
board Ms ship is still preserved at Buckfast In
Devon, and in the Bodleian at Oxford is a chair
made from the wood of the Golden Hind.
Shakespeare's playi are full of sailors and their
ways and sayings; and if we look in his pages
we can tell again and again how their travels and
their jokes stirred up and amused the people of
that day. He knew, too, how rough these men
were$ and in The Merchant of Venice says:
" Ships are but boards^ sailors but men: there